
Reaching the retirement summit

By the Numbers

 In 2010, Americans’ median and average defi ned contribution account balances climbed to their highest levels since 
Vanguard began tracking this data in 1999 in its inaugural report, “How America Saves.” Here are some stats from 
the 2011 edition:
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Median account balance at the end of 2010: $26,926

Average account balance at the end of 2010: $79,077

79% of plan sponsors now offer target-date funds, up from 3 in 10 in 2005. 

Average deferral rate in 2010: 6.8%

Average deferral rate in 2007: 7.3%

Participation rate of those employees earning less than $30,000: 50%

18% of participants had an outstanding loan from their account in 2010.

Average loan balance: $9,000

12% of DC plan participants traded in their accounts last year; 88% of participants did not.

Source: “How America Saves 2011,” Vanguard

Source: “How America Saves 2011,” Vanguard
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